
Plans by Palmdale Water District (PWD) to boost regional water supply by treating 
recycled water through an advance treatment program are moving forward with the 
development of a demonstration facility on District grounds.

In early 2023, construction is expected to begin on an advanced water treatment 
demonstration facility on the most easterly portion of PWD’s property at Avenue Q 
and 20th Street East. The 5,500-square-foot facility will house equipment for treating 
recycled water, a water tasting area and a community room.  

The $14 million demonstration facility is required by the state before a full-scale project, 
estimated to cost $75 million to $100 million, can be built by PWD. The project, formerly 
known as the Palmdale Regional Water Augmentation Program, is now named Pure 
Water Antelope Valley, or Pure Water AV. It aims to give PWD an additional 5,325 acre-
feet of water per year via 
the use of tertiary water, 
commonly known as recy-
cled water. 

PWD must prove to the 
state that the technology 
being used meets all re-
quirements for removing 
contaminants from the ter-
tiary water before the full-
scale Pure Water AV can be 
built. In California, there are 
currently 11 facilities operat-
ing like the proposed Pure 
Water AV

“We are very excited to be embarking on a project that will secure our water supply,” said 
Engineering Manager Scott Rogers. “Pure Water AV is critical to the future of Palmdale 
and our Antelope Valley neighbors because it will be our long-term water solution. We 
will be more drought proof, have local control of our water, and improve our ground-
water quality and quantity. There will be less reliance on supply from the State Water 
Project.”

The demonstration facility’s treatment room will have a miniature version of the ad-
vanced treatment plant. It will run tertiary water through micro-filtration filters, reverse 
osmosis filters and ultraviolet light with advanced oxidation. The treatment would re-
move 99.99% of bacteria, viruses and ions (like salt). The tertiary water will be piped about 
3,300 feet from the existing purple pipe at Avenue Q and 30th Street East. Water from 
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Atencion: Esta publicacion esta 
disponible en espanol en nuestro 
sitio web en www.palmdalewa-
ter.org. 
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Taking First Steps to Make 
Pure Water AV a Reality

(Continued on page 2) 

An artist’s rendering shows the front view of the Pure Water AV demonstration facility.
Image courtesy of Stantec 
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PRWA Celebrates 
10-Year Anniversary   

A decade ago this month, Palmdale Water 
District and the city of Palmdale formed the 
Palmdale Recycled Water Authority (PRWA) 
to study, promote, develop, distribute, 
install, finance, use, and manage recycled 
water from the Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County Nos. 14 and 20 for various 
uses. The collaboration resulted in providing 
recycled water for construction and irriga-

tion. Today, 
McAdam Park 
uses recycled 
water for its ir-
rigation, saving 
potable water.

Pure Water AV (Continued from page 1)

the purple pipe, which distinguishes recycled 
water from potable water, is supplied by the 
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County No. 
20 Water Reclamation Plant in Palmdale. 

Once the demonstration facility is completed 
in early 2024, the equipment will operate 24 
hours, seven days a week for water samplings 
and data collection. PWD will offer tours of the 
site and water tasting to the public, including 
student groups, customers and community 
members. 

Currently, PWD is entitled to pump about 
8,000 acre-feet of groundwater and any 
unused rights from prior years based on the 
Antelope Valley Groundwater Adjudication. 
The additional 5,324 acre-feet of water that 
could result from Pure Water AV would give 
PWD customers an extra 852 million gallons 
of water, or enough for about 4,500 families 
of four annually, or 25% of the current water 
demand from our existing customers. 

“If we had Pure Water AV operating today, we 
probably would not need as stringent man-
dated water restrictions,” Rogers said. “We 
would have sufficient water supply despite a 
5% allocation from the State Water Project. 
We are hoping other agencies in the AV will 
collaborate and join us in this very important 
project that will allow our community to grow 
and flourish.”
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PWD Customers Saving More Water PWD Customers Saving More Water 
Than Statewide AverageThan Statewide Average

Thank you for conserving water and helping our water 
supply during this severe drought. In June, PWD customer’s 
water use dropped 17% compared to the same month in 
2020.  Statewide, the conservation number was 7.6% for the 
same monthly comparison.

In July, the District’s customers conserved 19% compared to 
the same month in 2020. (Statewide numbers for July have 
not been released.) July’s savings is close to the 20% reduc-
tion that was asked for this past May when PWD began man-
dating water conservation guidelines and limiting outdoor 
watering to three days a week before 10 a.m. and after 6 p.m. 
The 19% exceeds the 15% conservation goal set by the state 
in July 2021.

Customers are encouraged to keep up with their water sav-
ings. Projections for the remainder of the year show that a 20% 
conservation should leave PWD with enough water supply  for 
this year. 

Please continue to follow the outdoor watering guidelines 
and take advantage of rebates for landscape conversions, 
high-efficiency toilets and clothes washers, weather-based 
irrigation controllers, sprinkler upgrades and micro-irrigation 
conversions. The rebate programs are for both residential and 
commercial customers.

For more information on rebates, call 661-947-4111 ext. 5002.
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Mission Statement

Since 1918, the Palmdale Water District has provided high-quality water at a reasonable 
cost. We pride ourselves on great customer care; advocating for local water issues that help 
our residents; educating the community on water-use efficiency; and leading our region in 
researching and implementing emerging technologies that increase operational efficiency. 
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CONTACT US! 

*Ad provided by the city of Palmdale.

BULK WATER STATION 
BACK IN SERVICE  

This self-service station is 
perfect for contractors 
and others needing small 
amounts of non-potable 
water. Minimum purchase 
is 50 gallons at a cost of 10 
cents per gallon.
 
For more information on the 
Bulk Water Fill Station, call 
Customer Care at 661-947-
4111.

NEW PAID INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM 

Interested in becoming a 
PWD intern? We are seeking 
college students with a 
passion for the water industry. 
For more information, call
661-456-1048.

CUSTOMER CARE: 661-947-4111
EMERGENCY LINE: 661-947-4114

FAX: 661-947-8604
WATER-USE EFFICIENCY: 661-947-

4111 ext. 5002

PAY YOUR BILL BY PHONE 24/7: 
855-498-9969
PAY ONLINE: 

PALMDALEWATER.ORG

PAY NEAR ME: PAY WITH CASH AT 
ANY 7-ELEVEN OR FAMILY DOLLAR 

LOCATION WITH YOUR PWD 
STATEMENT.

2029 E. AVENUE Q
 PALMDALE, CA 93550


