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Do you drive an electric vehicle and worry about not having enough charge? Well,
worry no more. By mid-October, there will be two electric car charging stations on
site at the Palmdale Water District office for both employees and the community.
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Employee Spoftlight

Dennis D. LaMoreaux, General Manager

Leading Palmdale Water District into ifs
next century of service is General Manager
Dennis D. LaMoreaux, who
has held the District’s top post
for the past seven years and
also during the years 1994-
2008. Dennis began working
for PWD as the Assistant
Engineer-Manager in 1989.
Five years later, he was
promoted to General Man-
ager. In 2008, Dennis left the
District and returned in 2010.

As General Manager, Dennis is responsible
for overseeing the day-to-day operations
of the District and the implementations of

policies adopted by the five-member Board

of Directors. He oversees 10 departments,
composed of nearly 90 employees, whose
jobs provide high-quality water to a popu-
lation of more than 115,000 in the District’s
boundaries.

“It is an exciting time to be part of the
Palmdale Water District,” Dennis said. “As
we celebrate our 100 years, we
simultaneously look ahead and plan for
the next 100 with projects like the Palmdale
Regional Groundwater Recharge and
Recovery Project and the Littlerock
Sediment Removal Project. These are
important projects to help ensure our cus-
tomers will have enough water in the years
ahead.”

In addition to his District duties, he is the
Executive Director of the Palmdale
Recycled Water Authority and is on the
Advisory Committee for the Watermaster.

Prior to PWD, Dennis worked for private
consulting firms in California and Wyoming
where he was involved with design and
inspection of projects. A graduate of the
University of Wyoming, the Ohio native has
a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineer-
ing and is licensed in California as a civil

engineer. He lives in Palmdale with his wife.

He enjoys fishing, bowling and spending
time with his five stepchildren and five
step-grandchildren.
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100 Years in T’rhe
1918-2018

The Palmdale Water District (PWD)

is one year away from its 100th
anniversary, and an integral part

of the celebration is researching
and sharing its dynamic history

with the community it serves. The
District has grown exponentially
from its early days in 1918 when 200
people received service to today’s”
population of more than 115,000
people. Through the century, PWD
has undergone major changes to
meet water demands. But one
thing has never changed — our mission
to provide high-quality water to cur-

Palmdale Reservoir was a popular recreation

area for pioneers. (July 1896)

rent and future customers at a reasonable cost.

The history of PWD began in 1918 when a new dam was proposed for Little

Rock Creek. Due to the steep $300,000 price tag, it was decided that a

public irrigation district could best finance the project. On July 9, 1918, the

public voted to form the Palmdale Irrigation District, which became offi-
cially established by a resolution signed by the Los Angeles County Board

of Supervisors on July 22, 1918.

The Palmdale Irrigation District, which became PWD in 1973, provided
irrigation water for the agricultural community and built the Littlerock Dam

with Littlerock Creek Irrigation District. The multiple-arch dam on Little Rock

Creek was designed by engineer John S. Eastwood, who had previously
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Paul Schoeller (right), a surveyor, and another man are

examining the headgates for Palmdale’s water supply. (1896)

designed nine dams in the U.S.
and Canada. The Littlerock
Dam became known as the
biggest mulfi-arch dam in
world when it was complet-
ed in 1924 after two years of
construction. But through the
years, the dam'’s integrity was
questioned several fimes. A
roller-compacted concrete
structure was added to the

dam in 1994, which brought it
up to state-mandated
regulations.

(continued on next page)
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100 Years in the Making
1918-2018

Today, Littlerock Dam and Reservoir supplies 12 percent of the
District’s water source. The two other sources are the State Water
Project (California Aqueduct) at 50 percent and groundwater at

38 percent. To distribute the water to its customers, PWD maintains
413 miles of pipeline ranging in size from 4" to 48" in diameter, and
operates 26 water wells, 15 booster pumping stations and 20 storage
reservoirs with a total capacity of 52 million gallons of water.

Over the years, PWD has updated its facilities to ensure that it can
continue to supply high-quality water to a growing community within
, its 187-square-mile
boundary in unincorporated
northeastern Los Angeles Coun-
ty and the City of Paimdale. In
2009, the then 22-year-old water
tfreatment plant was upgraded
and expanded to allow up to 35 million gallons of water per day to
be processed using a state-of-the-art charcoal filiration
system. The plant was named the Leslie O. Carter Water
Treatment Plant in 2010 in honor of Les Carter who had served on the
District’s Board of Directors from 1971-2004.

In 1923, in Harold, there was a large sign that read:
“This way to the Littlerock Dam, the highest
multiple-arced dam in the world being built by the
Bent brothers.” (April 1926)

As the centennial celebration gets underway, there are two major
projects that will fake PWD into its second century of providing water
services. The first is the Littlerock Sediment Removal Project, which will
increase the capacity of the Littlerock Dam and Reservoir by remov-
ing sediment so that the dam can return to its 1992 planned capacity
of 3,500 acre feet of water. As of today, it will take 7 to 12 years to
remove the sediment and the continuing silt that builds up.

First unit of the District’s water treatment facility. It was
unique because it was the only plant in Southern
Callifornia for domestic service except for Colorado
River Works. (1955)

The second project is the Palmdale Regional Groundwater Recharge
and Recovery Project. This groundwater banking program will take a
blend of recycled water with California Aqueduct water and spread
it over a 160-acre site. This blend of water will filter down through the
ground where it will join the natural aquifer.

Both of these projects, which are in their initial phases, will take the
Palmdale Water District into its second century of service.

Before the Littlerock Dam was constructed, there was
the Palmdale Reservoir, which was
completed in 1897. (January 1920)
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