PALMDALE WATER DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 15-7

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
PALMDALE WATER DISTRICT AMENDING THE
PALMDALE WATER  DISTRICT RULES AND
REGULATIONS AS THEY RELATE TO THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, INCLUDING AMENDMENT OF ARTICLE
1V TITLED “BOARD OF DIRECTORS,” DELETION OF
ARTICLE 12, SECTION 12.12 TITLED “COMMUNITY
REQUEST FOR SPEAKERS AND/OR PRESENTATIONS;”
DELETION OF ARTICLE 17 TITLED
“RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD
AND GENERAL MANAGER,” AND ADDITION OF
APPENDIX EE

WHEREAS, members of the Board of Directors have, in partnership with District staff,
consultants, and the General Counsel, developed revisions to the Palmdale Water District Rules
and Regulations in order to increase transparency and efficiency in District governance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors recognizes the importance of consistent and clearly
codified noticing requirements for meetings; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors desires to create clear procedures for the adoption of
ordinances; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors desires to clearly set forth the duties and
responsibilities of each Director; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors desires to clearly set forth the division of
responsibilities of the Board of Directors and the General Manager;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the Palmdale
Water District as follows:

Section 1: The above recitals are all true and correct and are hereby adopted as findings.

Section 2: Article IV of the Palmdale Water District Rules and Regulations titled “Board
of Directors” is hereby amended as set forth in the attached document titled “Rules and
Regulations, Article [V March 11, 2015.”

Section 3: Appendix EE is hereby added to the Rules and Regulations to establish a form
certificate of recognition from the Board of Directors and the District:

Section 4: Article 12, Section 12.12 of the Palmdale Water District Rules and
Regulations titled “Community Request for Speakers and/or Presentations” is hereby deleted.
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Section 3: Article 17 of the Palmdale Water District Rules and Regulations titled
“Responsibilities and Authority of the Board and General Manager™ is hereby deleted.

Section 6: Severability. If any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or
phrase of this resolution is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity
or unconstifutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of the remaining portions of
this resolution, it being expressly declared that this resolution and each section, subsection,
paragraph, sentence, clause and phrase thereof would have been adopted, irrespective of the fact
that one or more other section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase be declared
invalid or unconstitutional.

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of
Directors of Palmdale Water District held on  March 11 spy5
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Kathy Mag Laren, President” Joe Estes, Secretary
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EXHIBIT 1
Proposed Rules and Regulations, Article Iv
March 11, 2015

ARTICLE 4: BOARD OF DIRECTORS (BoD) (Revised 2-11-09)
401 NUMBER OF DIRECTORS
The number of Directors shall be five (5) members clected at large from the
District, each to be a resident and voter of one of the five voting Districts, (Water
Code, §§ 21550, 21551.)
402 VOTING DISTRICTS
There shall be five (5) voting divisions with the boundaries as established by the
Board of Directors to equalize, as best as possible, the number of registered voters
in each voting division. These boundaries shall be adjusted with approval of the
Board when deemed necessary. Resolution 09-06 and the PWD Boundary and
Elective Division Map are attached hereto as Appendix A. (Water Code,
§ 21605.)
4.03 MEETINGS OF THE BOARD (Revised 1-13-10)
4.03.1 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE BOARD
() Regular meetings of the Board are held on the second and fourth Wednesday
of each calendar month at 7:00 p.m. or the time and dates set on the agenda
when necessary. If the regular meeting falls on a holiday, the meeting time
will be re-scheduled before or after that date as the Board directs.
(b) The District shall comply with all public noticing requirements of the Ralph
M. Brown Act, codified at Sections 54954.5 through 54957.10. Additionally,
the District shall specifically comply with the following noticing provisions at
least 72 hours before the time of the meeting:
(1) The District shall provide notice by electronic mail, in the form of a final
agenda, to a local newspaper of general circulation, radio or television

station requesting such notice in writing.
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Proposed Rules
March 13, 2015

4.03.2

4.03.3

01184.0001/242257.2

and Regulations, Article IV

(it} The District shall post the agenda at the District Offices in a location
visible and freely accessible to members of the public, and on the
District’s Internet Website, www.palmdalewater.org.

(iii) The District shall mail, by U.S. mail and electronic mail, copies of the
agenda or agenda packets requested by any person pursuant to
Government Code, Section 54954.1.

(iv) The General Manager shall ensure electronic mail delivery and personal
delivery of the agenda and agenda packets to each member of the Board.

SPECIAL MEETINGS OF THE BOARD

Special meetings of the Board shall be held at a time and place as may be

designated by the presiding officer or by a 3/5ths majority of the members of the

Board. Special meetings shall comply with the requirements of Government

Code, Section 54956 and 54956.5. Upon direction by the presiding officer, or a

3/5 majority, the General Manager shall ensure. electronic mail delivery and

personal delivery of the agenda to all members of the Board at least 24 hours prior

to such special meeting. The General Manager shall also ensure delivery to all

members of the Board of all documents that will be included in the agenda packet

as soon as reasonably practical.

EMERGENCY MEETINGS OF THE BOARD

(a) In case of an emergency or dire emergency involving matters upon which
prompt action is necessary due to disruption or threatened disruption of public
facilities, or activity that severely impairs public health, safety, or both, an
emergency meeting of the Board may be held at a time and place as may be
designated by the presiding officer without complying with the 24 hour prior
notice requirement. The Board of Directors designates the General Manager
with the discretion to determine the existence of an emergency for purposes of

this Section. The General Manager shall ensure telephonic notice one hour in
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4.03.4

4.03.5

and Regulations, Article IV

advance of the meeting to all members of the Board, all media whe has
requested notice of meetings in writing, followed by written confirmation
through electronic mail.

(b) In the event of an emergency, the General Manager may be required to take
certain actions before a special meeting of the Board may be held.
Accordingly, the Board of Directors has authorized the General Manager to
hire such additional personnel, equipment and contractors as deemed
necessary to make repairs, alteration and modifications to the District’s
facilities that are required when emergencies occur. (Motion approved
February 13, 1962; Resolution, dated February 20, 1969.)

QUORUM

The quorum consists of three Board Members, A quorum must be present for the

Board to take action on any matter. A 3/5 Board majority is required for any

action by the Board, except for a motion to adjourn or a motion to adjourn for a

stated time.

BOARD MEETINGS: RULES OF PROCEDURE

The conduct of the meetings of the Board of Directors, Board committees, and

and Board workshops, is governed by the Rules of Procedure attached hereto as

Appendix DD. In the event a question of procedure is not addressed by the

District Rules of Procedure, Robert’s Rules of Order shall apply. Failure to

comply with any portion of the District Rules of Procedure or the Robert’s Rules

of Order shall not render any action by the Board void.

404 BOARD ACTION
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Proposed Rules and Regulations, Article IV
March 11, 2015
The Board may take action by motion, resolution, or ordinance. The affirmative
vote of at least three directors is necessary for the Board to take action. Motions
and resolutions may be adopted on voice and/or mechanical vote: roll call shall be
taken if requested by any director. Ordinances shall be adopted on roll call vote.
4.04.1 ORDINANCES
Where an ordinance is required by statute, but the procedure for such ordinance is
not specified, the Board shall adopt the ordinance as follows:
I. The ordinance shall be noticed as an agenda item for two consecutive Board
meetings.
2. The ordinance shall be introduced and read at two consecutive regular Board
meetings, unless a motion is made and passed by a majority of the Board to

watve the full reading of the ordinance. The ordinance may then be passed.

a2

The ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after adoption and shall
be published, within ten (10) days after its adoption, at least once for one
week in a newspaper of general circulation within the boundaries of the
district.
4,05 OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
The officers of the Board shall be:
President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary.
Officers shall be elected by a 3/5 majority vote of the Board. The Board shall
reorganize every two years, following an election, unless by a 3/5 majority vote
the Board approves a reorganization at any other time.
4.96 DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD
Other than the duties and obligations specified herein, Officers have no rights or
authority different from any other Director. In addition to such duties and
obligations imposed by law or by action of the Board of Directors, the duties of

each Officer of the District are as follows:
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Proposed Rules
March 11, 2015
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4.06.2
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and Regulations, Article IV

PRESIDENT

Preside over and conduct all meetings of the Board, including maintaining the
order pursuant to the Rules of Procedure adopted by the Board and attached
hereto as Appendix DD, to ensure constructive and democratic meetings and help,
not hinder, the business and discussion of the Board. Carry out the resolutions
and orders of the Board. Exercise other powers and perform other duties as
prescribed by the Board in these Rules and Regulations and by other actions of
the Board. Approve Board meeting agendas. Form or disband standing and ad hoc
committees. Appoint committee members and the Chair of said committees. Sign
all agreements to which the District is a party. Write and/or sign correspondence
on behalf of the Board and PWD. In the event of an early vacancy in the office of
the Presidency, the Vice President shall become the President.

VICE PRESIDENT

Exercise the duties of the President in the absence of, when the President stands
down, or when the President is unable to continue in his/her duties due to any
other reason. In the event of an early vacancy in the position of Vice-President,
the Board shall elect a new Vice-President in accordance with Section 4.04.
TREASURER

Sign financial instruments as required and serve as the Finance Committee Chair,
The Treasurer acts on behalf of the President in the event the President and Vice
President are unable to do so. In the event of an early vacancy in the position of
Vice-President, the Board shall elect a new Vice-President in accordance with
Section 4.04.

SECRETARY

Certify or attest to the actions taken by the Board. Sign the minutes of the Board
meeting following their approval. I[n the absence of the Secretary from any

meeting at which the Board approved meeting minutes, the Vice President, if
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present, shall sign the meeting minutes. In the event of an early vacancy in the
position of Vice-President, the Board shall elect a new Vice-President in

accordance with Section 4.04.

4.07 DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF ALL DIRECTORS

4.07.1

4.07.2

4.07.3

01184.0001/242257.2

RULES OF CONDUCT
The Board of Directors shall at all times conduct itself in accordance with all
applicable Federal laws, State laws, Local laws, and the District’s Rules and
Regulations. Any violations by any Director of these Rules and Regulations,
including this Article IV, may be addressed by the Board in the manner provided
at the Rules of Procedure, attached hereto as Appendix DD at Section IV.B,
PARTICIPATION IN OFFICIAL BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT
Directors shall attend all regular and special meetings of the Board, including
committee meetings, and other functions as approved in advance by the Board of
Directors, including those listed in Appendix V. In the event a Director is unable
to attend a meeting, or other official business of the District, the Director shall.
notify the President and General Manager with as much advance notice as
reasonably practical, or as soon thereafter as reasonably practical. Failure to
attend four consecutive regular meetings of the Board, without the prior approval
of the Board, will result in loss of committee assighments. The Board shall
excuse absences by approving such absences pursuant to the Consent Calendar at
the next regular Board meeting.

DIRECTOR COMPENSATION (Revised 12-11-09)

(a) The District has set director compensation as provided herein, pursuant to
Water Code, Section 20200, er seq. and Government Code, Section 53232, ef
seq. The Board of Directors shall be compensated for attendance at regular
and special meetings of the Board, including committee meetings, and other

functions as approved in advance by the Board of Directors, at a rate of
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March 11, 2015

$150.00 per day up to the maximum number of days per month and the
maximum annual compensation allowable by law. In addition, Directors shall
be entitled to compensation for a day of service in attendance at all meetings
and occurrences listed and as indicated in Appendix V, as the Board of
Directors has determined those meetings and occurrences constitute
performance of official duties rendered as members of the Board. Each
Director shall submit, on a form provided by PWD and signed by the Director,
the number of days of attendance for which compensation shall be made.
Email or FAX submittal of the form shall be acceptable with signature to
follow. Compensation for purely social functions is not allowable.

(b) Requests for compensation and expense reimbursement relating to any
meeting or event not listed in Appendix V shall not be approved, unless the
Board determines that the meeting constitutes one of the following:

(i) A conference or organized educational activity conducted in
compliance with Government Code Section 54952.2, including,
but not limited to, required ethics training pursuant to Government
Code Section 53234, ef seq.

(il) A meeting or event attended at the formal request of the Board,
including an event to recognize, any employee of the District, or
members of the public.

(ili) A meeting or event necessary to further communications with
representatives of regional, state and national government on
District functions.

(iv) A meeting or event of regional, state and national organizations

whose activities affect the District’s interests.

4.07.4 DIRECTOR EXPENSES
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and Regulations, Article IV

The District has set the reimbursement for director expenses as provided herein,
pursuant to Water Code, Section 20200, ef seq. and Gove;:nment Code, Section
53232, et seq. Directors shall be compensated for actual, reasonable and
necessary expenses incurred for participating in activities approved in advance by
the Board of Directors or as allowed as indicated in Appendix V attached hereto,
and that further the goals and interests of the District.

Directors shall exercise prudence in all expenditures. Requests for reimbursement
must be accompanied by receipts and documentation and shall be submitted on a
form provided by the District and signed by the Director. Email or FAX submittal
of the form shall be acceptable with signature to follow,

All requests for reimbursement shall be submitted monthly to the General
Manager after the expenses were incurred or expenditures made. The General
Manager shall ensure prompt payment of the reimbursable expenses and all
questions regarding payment of reimbursable expenses to the staff shall be
directed to the General Manager. The Finance Committee shall periodically
review Director’s expense reports and shall prepare such reports and documents
as may be required under Government Code Section 53065.5 and Government
Code 53232.3.

This policy is intended to result in no personal gain or loss to a Director and no
reimbursement shall be allowed for transportation, lodging, meals or incidental
expenses of family members or guests of a Director traveling with the Director to
an authorized event.

REPORTS TO GOVERNING BOARD

At the regular meeting of the Board following any meeting, conference,
educational activity or other authorized event for which compensation for a day of
services or reimbursement of expenses is requested, the Director attending the

event shall give a brief report on the meeting or event, If more than one Director
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of the District attended the same meeting, a joint report may be made. Reports
may be written or oral.
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS AND/OR  PRESENTATIONS BY
DIRECTORS
The District recognizes the importance of interaction with the community it
serves and encourages opportunities for interaction that provides the most
accurate information available. This often takes the form of speaking and giving
presentations to community and other groups on behalf of the District.
Community groups, whether formal or informal, are likely to focus on particular
areas of the District’s operations and policies. These include topics such as water
rates and structure, water quality, state and local water conditions, water
conservation and efficiency, and business and infrastructure planning.
The District therefore establishes these rules to ensure the community’s needs are
met and that the District is accurately represented. Members of the Board of
Directors shall not make any presentation on behalf of the District, without the
prior approval of the Board, as provided herein. Presentations made on behalf of
the District, and therefore governed by these rules. include any speaking
engagement or public presentation at any event to any group, entity, or
association, related to any matter that relates to the business of the District, unless
the Director makes the disclaimers required in these rules.
(a) Speaking Engagements and/or Presentations Made Pursuant to Requests
From the Public
1. Al requests from any person other than a Director or District Staff
for a speaking engagement or presentation by any Director shall be
submitted to the District office with as much notice as possible
before the event (Form attached as Appendix BB of Rules and

Regulations);
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Topic appropriate District staff will be assigned to prepare, or
update, information for the presentation, and attend the
presentation;

The General Manager shall inform all Directors of the public
request;

The President shall determine whether the topic in the request
relates to any matter within the purview of any standing
committee. If so, the President shall refer the request to that
committee to allow that commitiee to respond and designate a
speaker, if approved.

If the topic or issue in the request does not relate to any matter
within the purview of any standing committee, the President shall
recommend to the Board of Directors whether to respond, approve,
or disapprove a request. The Board shall approve the request by

3/5 majority vote and also approve a speaker by 3/5 majority vote.

(b) Speaking Engagements and/or Presentations Made Pursunant to Requests

From Directors;

I. Directors must request prior approval from the Board before making

any presentations on behalf of the District. Directors may request
approval to speak on behalf of the District by submitting an
approval request to the President, and notifying the General
Manager of that request, with as much notice as possible before the
event (Form attached as Appendix BB of Rules and Regulations).

Topic appropriate District staff will be assigned to prepare, or
update, information for the presentation, and attend the

presentation;



Proposed Rules and Regulations, Article IV

March 11, 2015

01184.0001/242257.2

3.

The President shall determine whether the topic or issue in the
request relates to any matter within the purview of any standing
committee. If so, the President shall refer the request to that
committee to allow that commitiee to respond. If the committee
does not approve the request, the Board may then consider and

approve the request by a 3/5 majority vote.

(c) Speaking Engagement and/or Presentations by Directors On Their Own

Behalf
1.

Nothing herein prohibits or forbids a Director from making public
presentations on his/her own behalf, so long as the Director clearly
states orally at the beginning of that presentation, in any written or
electronic material published in connection with that presentation,
and in any written or elecironic material distributed at the
presentation, that the presentation is from the individual Director,
not the District. The disclosure statement by the individual

Director shall be substantially in the form provided herein:

“, 1 make this presentation/speech on my own behalf as an
individual, and not on behalf of the Palmdale Water District or its

Board.”

Any disclosure statement made in good faith that informs the
public that the Director is not purporting to act “on behalf” of the
District or its Board shall be deemed to in compliance with this

Section.
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if a Director makes a presentation/speech on his own behalf
pursuant to this Subsection, the Director may not distribute any
official District material at such presentation that has not otherwise
been made generally available to the public by the District, may
not use the District’s Logo, or allow the use of the Logo, in any
material published, distributed, or displayed in connection with
that presentation/speech. A Director may distribute his/her
business card in which he/she is identified as a Director of the
District and may allow for the publication of his/her business card
in any material published, distributed, or displayed in connection
with that presentation/speech, so long as:
A. The business card is published by itself and without any
revisions or additional content; or
B. In the event the business card is published with any additional
content, then the publication shall also include a disclosure

statement providing that:

“the Director sponsors/supports the [event/group/association]
as an individual, and not on behalf of the Palmdale Water

District or its Board.”

Any disclosure statement made in good faith that informs the
public that the Director is not purporting to act “on behalf” of
the District or its Board shall be deemed to in compliance with

this Section.

4.09 PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE DISTRICT

(1184.0001/242257.2
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The District is not represented by any one individual director and is instead

represented by action of the Board (through a 3/5 majority). Therefore, public

statements can only be made on behalf of the District as authorized by the Board.

The Board designates the President, General Manager, and Public Information

Officers as the persons authorized to make public statements on behalf of the

District. Any other public statements shall not be attributable to the District or the

Board.

4.10 PRESENTATION OF AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

(a) The District recognizes the importance of interaction with the community it
serves and encourages opportunities for recognition of individuals,
organizations, businesses, agencies or associations who share in the mission
and strategic vision of the District to provide water within its service area.
Accordingly, the Board authorizes and encourages its individual Directors,
subject to the approval by the Outreach Committee, to recognize such efforts
that are cousist.ent" w__ith the Irrigation District Law, under which the District is
formed, to “.ﬁ'ifriui.sh ".Sufﬁcient water in the district for any beneficial use.”
(Water Code 22075.)

(b) The awards and recognitions authorized herein shall be in the form of a
Certificate of Appreciation or Certificate of Recognition, collectively attached
hereto in Appendix EE, recognizing the recipient’s efforts in water
conservation and efficiency, water resource management, water education,
interagency cooperation, and other areas that relate to the District’s purpose.

(¢) The awards and recognitions authorized herein shall not be given in
connection with any personal matters, political campaigns of the Director or
others, or any legislative matters.

4.11 USE OF DISTRICT PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
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A Director can be assigned selected District equipment for use on District
business. A Director shall not use or permit the use of District equipment,
telephones, materials or property for personal gain or profit, including for use in
connection with any campaign or election. Each Director must protect and
properly use any District asset within his or her own control, including
information recorded on paper or in electronic form. A Director shall not request a
District employee to perform services for their personal gain or profit, including
in connection with any campaign or election. Requests for assistance in
connection with the official business of the District are not considered requests
made for a Director’s personal gain or profit.
4.12 USE OF DISTRICT MATERIAL CONTAINING DISTRICT SEAL/LOGO BY
DIRECTORS
(a) Purpose of the Seal/Logo. The District has adopted the following seal, also
referred to as its “logo,” as the official seal of the Palmdale Water District,

pursuant (o the Irrigation District Law (Water Code, § 21404):

The seal has been adopted for purposes of identifying official
communications, actions, and positions of the District. Therefore, the Board
has approved use of the seal by individual Directors as provided herein to
maintain uniformity in the representation of the District.

(b) Use of District Seal/Logo. Material containing the District seal, including
District letterhead, shall only be used by Directors for District business and
may not be used for any personal matters including political campaign

materials or in connection with any political events or activities. Use or
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Proposed Rules and Regulations, Article IV

March 31, 2015

01184.0001/242257.2

display of the District seal/logo at any political event or activity, whether it is
in connection with District elections or unrelated elections. is not permitted.
Any written or ¢lectronic communication or presentation by a Director that is
not approved as District business herein or approved separately by Board

action, shall not contain the District seal/logo.

(¢) District Business. District business includes:

(1) Correspondence approved by the Board, such as communications
to the Association of California Water Agencies and other
governmental agencies, which shall thereafter be distributed to all
Directors;

(i)  Distribution of any District promotional and informational material
generally available to the public;

(i)  Distribution of official District material at events approved by the
Board, including events listed at Appendix V;

(iv)  Distribution of awards or recognitions on behalf of the District

pursuant to Section 4.10;

(d) Publication or Reproduction of the District’s Seal/Logo. Publication or

reproduction of the District’s seal/logo not expressly authorized in these Rules
and Regulations must be approved by the Board in advance. The seal/logo is
a trademark of the District. It cannot be used to imply endorsement of any
event, position, or action of any other group, agency, association, or business,

uniess approved by the Board.

(e) Business Cards, Clothing and Other Items Distributed to Directors by the

District. This Section does not apply to a Director’s distribution of his/her
business cards provided to the Director by the District, which identify the
Director as an clected official of the District. This Section does apply.

however, to the publication of a Director’s business cards, which must also
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comply with Section 4.08(c)(2). Additionally, this Section does not apply to
the use of shirts or other items containing the District’s Logo, which have
been distributed to the Director by the District. Use of such items, however, is
subject to the laws and regulations of the State.
412 CAMPAIGNING RESTRICTIONS
4.12.1 SOLICITING POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Directors are prohibited from soliciting, or permitting others to solicit on his/her

behalf, political funds or contributions at District facilities for the benefit of

histher own campaign for any office or the campaign of any other person for any

other office.
4.12.2 USE OF DISTRICT PROPERTY, EQUIPMENT OR FACILITIES FOR
CAMPAIGNING

Directors shall not use, or permit any other person to use, the District’s seal,
trademark, stationery, or other indicia of the District’s identity, or facsimile
thereof, in any solicitation for political contributions contrary to state or federal
law. Directors shall not use, or permit any other person to use, District
equipment, facilities, materials, or any other property for any solicitation for
political contributions to any campaign.

4.13 WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA
The District has an interest in disseminating information useful to customers and
others interested in the operations, goals, and objectives of the District. The
District encourages the use of the internet, through its website or social media
pages, to further the goals of the District, subject to the terms and conditions of
the rules set forth herein. The use of such websites or social media pages by
Directors, however, raises legal issues which are unique to government agencies.
As such, these rules establish procedures for use of the website and social media

by Directors.

01184.0001/242257.2
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4.13.1 DISTRICT WEBSITE

The District owns and maintains a website at www.paimdalewater.ore for the

purpose of conducting the official business of the District. The General Manager
has the authority to manage the website, including the contents of the website, as
part of the District’s day-to-day operations. The General Manager, however, does
not have the authority to post any material or content in connection with the
political campaign of any Director of the District, in connection with the political
campaign of any candidate for any other office, or in connection with his/her own
performance evaluation.
4.13.2 DIRECTOR BIOGRAPHIES ON DISTRICT WEBSITE

Each Director shall submit to the General Manager a biography for publication on

the District’s website at www.palmdalewater,org. The biography of a Director

shall be limited to the Director’s own qualifications and experience, and shall not
include language that in any way makes reference to other Directors or their
qualifications, character or activities.
4.13.3 DIRECTORS’ SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS POLICY
(a) Introduction/Purpose: In light of advances in information and
communications technology, the Board has adopted this policy to ensure
continued compliance with the Brown Act in connection with the District’s
social media and other electronic communications, including the District’s
Facebook and Twitter pages, while respecting a Director’s right to express
himself or herself on issues within the District’s subject matter jurisdiction,
and to enhance Directors’ communications with their constituents.
(b) Creation and Maintenance of District Social Media Pages
1. The District Public Information Officer, under the supervision of
the General Manager, shall create and maintain an official District

Social Media Page, including the existing Facebook and Twitter

01184.0001/242257.2
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Palmdale Water District pages. The content posted on the
District’s Social Media Pages shall be consistent with the policy
and direction provided by the Board for District matters.
2. Directors are not authorized to post content to any District social
media page on behalf of the District. Only the District Public
Information Officer shall post content to any District social media
page on behalf of the District. Directors shall not create or
maintain any social media page on behalf of the District, nor shall
Directors create any social media page containing the seal or logo
of the District.
(c) “Comments,” “Likes,” or “Sharing” on District Social Media Pages:
In order to avoid any violation of the still unclear applicability of the Ralph
M. Brown Act to social media, Directors may not comment or “like” any post
on the District Social Media Pages. Nothing herein prohibits a Director frOIﬁ
“sharing™ a District post to his/her own Social Media Page, or any other Social
Media Page.
(d) Other Social Media Sites or Blogs, not maintained by the District:
The District is not responsible for the content, comments, “likes”, or any other
communication occurring on websites, blogs, or social media sites not
maintained by the District. Nevertheless, Directors must exercise the same
guidelines on non-District websites, blogs, or social media sites to avoid any
implication of the Brown Act or other applicable laws.
4:14 RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD AND GENERAL
MANAGER
(a) The Board of Directors has the power and it shall be its duty to manage and
conduct the business and affairs of the District. (Water Code, §21385.) To

that end, the Board “shall: (a) Employ agents, officers, and employees as
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required,” and “(b) prescribe their duties and fix their salaries.” (Water Code,
§21185.) Accordingly, the Board employs a General Manager to carry out
Board policies, direct District operations, and provide day-to-day supervision
of District employees and control of District expenditures. However, the
Board does not relinquish its obligation or authority to establish an
organizational chart and fix salaries for positions in accordance with Water
Code, Section 21185.

It is the judgment of the Board and the General Manager that clear delineation
of their respective responsibilities and authority is essential to effective
District management. Said authority and responsibilities are set out herein

and in the General Manager Employment Agreement.

(b) Board communications to District staff shall be made through the office of the

General Manager to ensure staff’s time and resources are most efficient used

and ensure compliance with budget restrictions.
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