


Remember....Bec Water Wise!!
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1918
The Palmdale Water District, formerly the Palmdale Irrigation District,was formed in 1918
by a vote of the public and maintained a service area of about 4,500 acres.The District has
evolved from an agency with 60 customers to providing water to over 110,000 customers
and covers an area of over 46 square miles.

1920’s,1930’s, & 1940's

Littlerock Dam, the highest reinforced concrete, multi-arched dam in the world, was com-
plete in 1924.1t was reinforced with rolled compacted concrete and the spillway was raised
12 ft.in 1993. Repairs were made to the old wooden trestles and to the Palmdale ditch that
lead to Palmdale Lake.

1950s

Until the 1950°, the Palmdale Irrigation District provided primarily agricultural water. But,
with the activation of Air Force Plant 42 and increased use of Edwards Air Force Base, the
shift to supplying domestic water began.

1960’s & 1970's

To add to its water supplies, the Palmdale Irrigation District signed an agreement in 1963
to take water from the aqueduct, or State Water Project. By 1966, the District was providing
only municipal and industrial water. The Palmdale Irrigation District changed its name to
the Palmdale Water District in 1973 to reflect this new direction.

1980’s & 1990’s

To keep up with demand a 12 million-gallon per day water treatment plant was constructed
in 1987 and expanded to 29 million-gallons of water per day in 1993. A new office building
was also constructed in 1993.

A Water System Master Plan was adopted in 1996 outlining future expansion to ensure ad-
equate water supplies. A water awareness education program, featuring Aquedog and a
public outreach program were developed to communicate the District’s activities and to
stress the importance of water conservation.

2000- 2008 a new era is flowing

In 2004, the District installed two other sources of energy, the wind turbine generator and
solar panels. The wind turbine generates up to one megawatt (1,000 kilowatts) of electric-
ity,which is enough power to supply approximately 300 homes. There is a savings of about
$100,000 per year in power costs. PWD is demonstrating leadership in energy conserva-
tion, energy efficiency and renewable energy and is contributing to a sustainable commu-
nity. In 2006, the Board of Directors adopted its Strategic Plan with a revised mission state-
ment “To provide quality water to our current and future customers at a reasonable cost.”
Facilitating the Strategic Plan keeps the District’s mission on target.

Over a 90 year history of flowing water, the Palmdale Water District has been dedicated to
providing clean, pure, water. The District continues to provide water system facilities to meet
current and future needs, treatment and testing to ensure high quality water, education on
water conservation and safety and a reliable supply and reasonable rates.

Old History fun facts:

1922-The District hired Marshall Moore for services as a “ZANJERO" for $125.00 a month, plus
a horse and cart to fix broken water pipes. He also turned water off if you were late paying
your bill.

Agapanthus ‘QUEEN ANNE‘ LILY OF THE NILE

Grown by divi-

Beautiful clumps of strap-like foliage and dense flower ¢ lusters on tall stalks.

| sion to assure uniformity in habit of growth, flower form and color. Evergreen. Full to partial
_ un. Foliage to 12 to 15 inches high and wider, flower stalks to 2 feet. Once established
J needs only occasional water.
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Community Corner:

New Year, New Events! call the Palmdale Chamber of Commerce
at 273-3232 for upcoming events. The first event of the year is “Tee Off for Kids"

ASk “5000!
Why do you have PWD Staff driving around taking pictures of water on

customer’s sidewalks? California is experiencing a severe water crisis. Water agencies that take
water from the State  Water Project (the Aqueduct) have had their allocations reduced to about 15%
for 2009. The Palmdale Water District is monitoring the waste and misuse of water. The Palmdale
Water District ‘s intention is to help our customers conserve water and reduce the amount of runoff we
see in the streets everyday.

-.Now Let Us Ask You!
How many gallons of water could you save if you replaced your old 4.5 GPM

shower head with a new 2.5 GPM showerhead? The answer is somewhere to be found
in this issue of the Water News. Call Linda at 661-947-4111 x101, email: Ikinsey@palmdalewater.org,
or write to PWD with your answer. Ten prize winners will be randomly be selected from the first 30
correct responses. (One prize winner per household.Employees of Palmdale Water District and their
families are not eligible to win.)

No Drugs Down the Drain!

If you have a medicine cabinet full of expired or unused medications don't discard them down the
sink or toilet, because chemical components may be added to our water supply or the soil. The Ante-
lope Valley Environmental Collection Center will dispose of them for you.Their address is: 1200 City

Ranch Road, Palmdale California next to Waste Management.They are open the first and third Satur-

day of each month from 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m.

Monthly Board

Meeting

The Board of Director meet-
ing will be held once a month
on the 2nd Wednesday of
every month at 7:00 p.m.
Meetings are open to the
public and held at the District
office at 2029 East Ave. Q, in
Palmdale. Agenda notices for
Board Meetings and Board
Committee Meetings are
posted on our web site:
www.palmdalewater.org

PWD Holiday Closures:
PWD offices will be closed:
Monday, February 16th for
President’s Day and April
10th for Good Friday. Please
make yourself a note of
these closure dates to avoid
any inconvenience.
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